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WHAT WE WERE GRATEFUL FOR IN 2009:

This year those who visited Intergroup toward the end of 2009 were invited to hang their
i mpromptu gratitude | ists as decorations for I ntergrfoup
was a tree adorned with an assortment of expressions| of
sobriety ranged from a few days to 46 years. Hereds|f an

Sobriety ///// ///// /1117 /7171 7117/ //1// ///// ///] Ability to communicate with love

Life ///// /1111 11111 11/

Serenity, Peace ////

Wife ///

Parents, Mom /

Health ///// ///

Family ///// 11711 1711111111/
Friends ///// /1111 111/

God, Higher Power ///// ///// /17
God’s Grace /

AA, 12 steps ///// /1711 111/
Fellowship ///// //

Freedom, freedom to choose ///// //
Children //

Sponsor /////

Happiness ///

Opportunity to help others, be of service //
Gratitude //

Faith, new relationship with God, H.P. ////
New job, work //

Ability to “carry the message” /
Blessings to all /

Love

Sponsees

Support group

Sunshine

Grades

Prayer

Growth

Miracles

Ability to be “present”

That there is a solution

Being saved

Help with answers just when | need them

2nd, 3rd, 4th... chances

God working through people like you

That God did for me what | could not do for myself
Country

Intergroup

Dog

My brother being sober 2 weeks

One day at a time

To let go and let God

Relationships

Fun

Roommates

Family in AA

Going to Notre Dame

For being here when | wasn’t

All the far out folks in this wonderful program
Blessings received from doing the deal
Everything | have
Prosperity

Nice things we have
You

M.D. Anderson Hospital
Mom’s house

My partner

Dave

Taylor

Jack H.

Susan B.

John

White Oak

Animals

Corporate staffing
That | didn’t wake up looking for something to pawn

All this
and More!
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The Link is published bi-monthly by Intergroup Association, Inc., as a service to A.A. members and groups

in the Houston area.

Articles may be submitted by e-mail to intergroup@aahouston.org.

Local contributions are welcomed, and are printed on a space-available basis.
Publication of any article does not

imply endorsement. Only ideas or opinions expressed in reprints of A.AW.S. literature should be

attributed to AA as a whole.
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Announcements and Events

26th Annual Yellow Rose Conference
February 5-7, 2010

ATrust in God and
Trinity Pines Conference Center  Trinity, Texas
Registration:Ful | weekend, me

Full weekend, meals, w/o lodging...$50

Full weekend,

Saturday onl vy,
For more info: www.yellowroseconference.org

me @ |
me a

Receive The Link by e-mail!
ail us at intergroup@aahouston.org, with

E-m
ASEND ME THE LI NKoOo i n

at

U's eQahouston.org

) M%nthlsgrga(?srlmeert] fgreG'rogplcgn?ributions:
httg://aanuston.or%/Qdf¥onthl¥GrougCoEt;!b%tions.Qdf
bp?egdghgeféf(?r élgbe\/\ﬂwite Can Contributions:

http://aahouston.org/pdfCFCWhiteCanContributions.pdf

Current and past issues of The Link

nternati onal

Feb. 11-14, 2010

The Doubletree Hotel in Orlando, Florida
The International Women's Conference is a bridge to a better
understanding of the Alcoholics Anonymous philosophy and
way of life because of our special needs in sobriety as women.

46t h |

-

%010 Bookstdfe*Price Reductions

\VOBig Bopk§(A8l exce@ pocketfiz@.. 1 (Reduced g5)

Meeting Directorieséée
Newcomer Packet s é. é

These price reductions are made possible through the on-going
contributions of local members and groups to Intergroup.

We, as women members of Alcoholics Anonymous, are survi-
vors. We have found a way to obtain meaning, depth, and re- - 0
sponsibility in our lives. This came about out of desire, decision, Ch I pS SOId In 2009
determination and spiritual guidance. An elevated sense of be-
longing that is brought about by the special services and special Desire Chips 22 936
needs provided by our Women's Conference is our goal. 1 Month 9607
Registration info: www.womensinternationalconference.org 2 Month 6874
3 Month 5897
4 Month 1806
6 Month 4442
Happy Valenti nes Day 9 Month Aluminum 2366
9 Month Bronze 935
1 Year Bronze 2460
2 Year Bronze 1066
3 Year Bronze 814
2010 International Convention 4 Year Bronze 564
= . . N 5 Year Bronze 597
AA Vision for [YouoO 6 Year Bronze 293
San Antonio, TX. July 1-4, 2010 7 Year Bronze 377
Cel ebrate A.A.ds 75th]|Year 8 Year Bronze 331 ne |
Convention registration and housing reservations are now open. 9 Year Bronze 384
Register early! Rooms still available. All necessary information 10 Year Bronze 324
including contact numbers for specific questions regarding 15 Year Bronze 241
housing, programs and tours, is included in registration packet. 20 Year Bronze 328
(Available at Intergroup) gg ig:; g:gﬂig ﬂg
Many Volunteers are Still Needed! 35 Year Bronze 76
For more information on volunteer opportunities, 40 Year Bronze 37
go to: 45 Year Bronze 9
50 Year Bronze 5
_ . _W\_/vw.aa75.org . 60 Year Bronze 1
This is a once in a lifetime chance to be a part of something
BIG in Texas.
\ ~
oDondt Surround Yoursel

3

Martha S, Houston, Texas
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» The Capacity to Love..

g ' This Program just might work!

While in the standard rehabilitation center (nut house)
for alcoholism, | was struck with the disconcerting
thought that | was a monster, or an ogre of some
kind, because | simply did not care. Blame, depres-
sion? Perhaps, but it bothered me that | did not give
a damn about anybody, whether family or friends. |
did not care about what happened to them. | had no
interest in their thoughts and feelings, their problems
or their concerns. | had lost the capacity to love.

Three months later, out of the bug house, | happened
to attend an AA step meeting at St. Joseph Hospital
on a Tuesday night led by Pat F. During my three
week stay for alcohol rehabilitation | had read the Big
Book and had become convinced that | was a chronic
alcoholic. During his “chalk talk” at the step meeting
Pat talked about the task imposed to “Love thy
neighbor as thyself.” In the same breath, he said the
corollary, “If you don’t love yourself, you can’t love
your neighbor.” Wow! In that one statement the bells
and whistles and lights came on. Was that my prob-
lem? Was that the reason | didn’t give a damn about
anybody else? Was that why | had lost the capacity to
love? When Pat asked me to share, | passed, telling
him | had an idea and | was following it out to its con-
clusion in my own mind and | did not want to inter-
rupt the process (this from someone who was still
drain bamaged!)

About a month later | heard that a close friend in the
program had a slip. My mind went through all kinds
of mental gyrations: | was sad, worried, mad, con-
fused, afraid - but all at once it struck me. | cared! |
really cared about someone else! That meant | was
getting better - | too had the capacity to love. This
meant this program might work for me too! After
years in the program I still have not forgotten this
barometer of spiritual growth...the capacity to love.

Dick P.
Mission Bend Group
Houston, Texas

Thereds no
having noth
Just try not to say
it out loud.

g

The AA Grapevine, Sept., 1962. Reprinted with permission.

On the Subject of \sg”@}%g '

Needing to be W (i

ORI ght ¢6¢é

| come from a family that gets the “never say die
award” on being “right”. They are still so “right”
today that | try not to be! In our society in all
advertising and just about everything it is constantly
put in our faces that we must compete and we must
win.

.
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Well, winning for me is actually in the letting go of
needing to be “right”. The Big Book tells us that we
alcoholics don’t have the luxury of letting an emotion
just sit and fester or run away with us. | have to do
something different today. | have to act to
counteract the tendency to need to be “right”. For
me, | usually need to sit back and try to figure out
what is underneath this overbearing emotion.

Typically at the root of it is fear: Fear of not getting
something | want, fear of rejection, fear that | might
not look like | have it all together, or something. |
have discovered that fear has been in every nook and
cranny of my life. If | let it, it drives all my
perceptions and therefore my reactions. When | can
identify this core issue, | then know what to go to my
Higher Power with.

| heard a popular song on the way to a meeting that
said, “Don’t surround yourself with yourself’. Well,
there it is, the other thing | must do. | must get to a
meeting and talk about it until | am done with it. If |
can recognize my core feelings, | can begin to find
the right solution and therefore, a way back to
serenity. It works if you work it.

Martha S.
Friends of Bill W.
Houston, Texas

fils sobriety all that we
are to expect from a spiritual
awakening? No, sobriety is only a
bare beginning; it is only the first gift of
the first awakening. If more gifts are to be

h a feqqiyed,iomawakening must go on. As it

v& Srdéthat bit by bit we can
dlscard d -the one that did not

work i -for a new life that can and
does work under
Bill W.

any

The AA Grapevine, Dec., 1957. Reprinted with permission.



In his Daughter’s Own Words...

The silence of the deserted
house echoed through the
dank, empty rooms. | sat at
my desk, struggling to
finish my homework,
wishing | wasn’t home
alone for the third night in
a row. My melancholy
thoughts were interrupted,
however, for | heard the
garage door open, followed
by the kitchen door and the
alarm that sounded,
announcing that my father
had come home. | rushed
out of my room to say hello, only to receive almost no
acknowledgement of my existence as my father
skulked past me into his room and shut the door. He
did not come out for the rest of the night.

/00

Living through a parent’s alcoholism and drug
addiction isn't easy for any fourteen-year-old, and my
case was no exception. Although my father still
managed to keep the bills and house payments at bay,
I longed for his affection to fill the emptiness of the
house that we resided in. Some nights didn’t seem as
bad as others. He would be an apathetic shell of a man
one night, and other nights, we could almost have a
full conversation before he broke out into a roaring fit
about how selfish | was for only talking about myself. |
prayed every night that God would help him recover.

Then one day, when | was nearing seventeen years old,
my prayers were answered. My father hit rock bottom,
and was finally aware of the raging vortex his life was
spiraling down into. That very day, he decided he
would give up every vice that prevented him from
being the best person he could be, not only for himself
but for his concerned family and friends as well.

At first | was skeptical. | had seen him declare his wish
to become a better person many times before, and
time after time, | was let down. This time was different
though. | never again saw a beer in his hand after that
day. He attended Alcoholics Anonymous meetings on

an almost nightly basis, as well as meetings for other
addictions.

As the months passed by, | began to see an almost
miraculous change in the man | previously knew as my
father. He had a generally positive aura about him,
and was often able to share his optimism with others.
Others who witnessed this were baffled. Here was a
man who had been addicted for over twenty years and
he was now sober as a judge, without admission into
rehab or any other facility. It was unbelievable! | could
not believe it until | discovered how he was able to
make this drastic change: By having faith in God to
help him, the perseverance to keep going no matter
what temptations came his way, and the belief in
himself that he really could stay clean and sober.

Watching my father’s metamorphosis into a
responsible, caring and happy person has instilled in
me the importance of perseverance, and how crucial it
is to believe in one’s self. Since this feat that some
still consider to be miraculous, | have learned to never
quit on anything | choose to commit to, from things as
trivial as fitness plans to others as crucial as staying in
advanced placement classes, that are really pushing
me to the limit. | believe this knowledge will help me
maintain a responsible and trustworthy approach to
life. My father has also shown me how helpful it is to
take myself out of the equation, to see the full picture
with a completely unbiased point of view, and make
the right choices if something isn’t right.

For the years that | felt | suffered from the lack of
affection from a father, | wondered how it could ever
get better. However, witnessing my father’s
transformation and learning how he did it, in my
opinion, easily outweighs any pain that | ever felt was
caused by his addiction.
Nicole B.
Submitted by Phil B.
Houston, Texas

*Editor’s note: Many thanks to Phil B. for sharing this with us, and to
his daughter, Nicole B., for giving us permission to publish it. You
are both an inspiration. May your healing and growth continue to
bring blessings to your lives, and to all of those whom you touch.

fat her don hi s

Amused, her f at

oYou know it al

A small child was watching her parents dress for a party. When she saw her

As if it were the most obvious answer in the world, his daughter replied,

tuxedo, she warned, 0
her responded, O0OWhy n
ways gives you a head

The AA Grapevine May, 1948 Reprinted with permission.
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BOARD MINUTES DECEMBER 10, 2009

Board of Trustees Minutes
Intergroup Association, Inc. 4140 Directors Row, Suites D & E

Harold called the meeting to order with a moment of
silence, followed by the Serenity Prayer. Present were:
Peter C., Andy D., Jerry F., CB F., Dick G., Sally G., John
K., Chuck M., Joe M., Dick P., Harold P. and Carl W.
Excused: Rochelle B. Absent: Carla V. Andy moved &
Jerry seconded to approve the minutes of November
19, 2009 as written; the motion passed.

Treasur er 0 PetdR eapdave had a stellar
performance in November. Group contributions are
$1,463 over budget, and the net income for the
month is a negative $583. The extra week’s pay for
the employees explains that. Group contributions for
the year are $10,300 above what we projected; we
reduced our expectations by 10% but the groups are
really supporting us. The net income is $28,571 more
than we had budgeted. The income for the year has
steadily been above what we have projected. And we
now have a balance sheet that really balances!!!! Dick
moved and Joe seconded to accept the report; the
motion passed.

Executive
was training new volunteers and the 2010 proposed
schedule for the Nightwatch groups had been mailed;
the December Link is now available on the website.
Open House will be held Friday December 18th. He is
going to order Office Professional 2007 from Tech
Soup. He is still reviewing our system and looking at
POS software. Budget changes were made in
accordance with the last board meeting. The auditor
will be here next week to review the CFC records and

should then be ready to finalize the 2008 Audit.

Archives Committee:  Dick reported the committee
met last Saturday, discussed the proposed move and
answered questions that the search committee had for
us; we also made arrangements to place the order for
the new computer. We did some document
preparation and computer input.

Correctional Facilities Committee . Jerry deferred his
report to the delegates meeting; the next meeting for
the CFC is this coming Monday. The meeting would
begin at 7 pm for the Christmas Party.

Website Committee:  CB reported that The Link is now
on the website. We are at about 200,000 unique hits
this month. There was some further discussion about
what financial information should be on the website.
How many other websites display board minutes?
How much disclosure are we going to have?

New Business: The board elected its Executive

Secr e Rayrepdrted tRat beo r tCommittee for 2010; Chairman: Andy D., Vice-

chairman: Joe M., Treasurer: Peter C., Secretary: Dick
P. John K. will chair the Nominating Committee. Peter
moved and Jerry seconded to adjourn; the motion
passed and the meeting adjourned with the Lord’s
Prayer.

Respectfully submitted,
Dick P., Secretary

Email to Intergroup:
Subject: To Sallie Jo and Penny

| wanted to take this opportunity to say “thank you” for
your service! Earlier today | called the phone number
for your Intergroup Office and talked with Sallie Jo. |
know that Penny is also volunteering there today.

Through a series of events that seem to only be able to
happen in the world of Alcoholics Anonymous, | had an
email from a woman that | don't know but that believes
that she is drinking herself to death in Spring, TX. She
was asking for help. I'm in Northern California and
have no contacts in Spring, TX . . . however, | have the
World Wide Web and the Internet (and a long distance
phone card!)

| got sober through a phone call to the Intergroup

Office in Honolulu, Hawaii 32 years ago last

month. Because of people like Sallie Jo and Penny, |
have been sober since my first meeting and have been
able to not only pass on your phone number to the
woman that contacted me, but also that | have friends
that have contacts all over the world that have provided
me with even more contacts . . .

| hope that Cathie calls. | hope that she gets and stays
sober. The thrill of a 12-step call does not go away!
Isn't it amazing that God has given us the gift to save a

life besides our own . Please pass on my heartiest
thanks to your volunteers. What an amazing gift I've

been given (again) today.

B —
Penny P. . Qb
Northern California -

Thank you for being a part of it.




DELEGATES MINUTES DECEMBER 10, 2009

Delegates Minutes

Intergroup Association, Inc.,

Harold called the meeting to order at 8:00 pm with a
moment of silence followed by the Serenity Prayer.

Minutes: Chuck moved and Jerry seconded to approve
the minutes of the October 15, 2009 Intergroup
Delegates Meeting. The motion passed.

Executive
very good year; Intergroup will end up with about
$30,000 more than we had budgeted for. Therefore,
on January 5" we will lower the cost of the Big Book
by .75 cents, and the Meeting Directory by .50

cents. Intergroup is not here to make money - we
plan to break even by year’s end. We are therefore
raising the funding for the Hearing Impaired, putting
the money to good use in our expenses and trying to
forecast a balanced income in our budget for next
year. We have been blessed this year in

Houston. Intergroup does appreciate the volunteers
coming in to do the various chores around the office,
including answering the telephones. Ray has mailed
out the annual schedule for the groups that answer
the Nightwatch phones on the weekend. The Open
House will be Friday, December 18" and all are
invited. The balance sheet is now in balance. He
asked the members to continue to submit their “stuff”
for the newsletter, now on the website. He also asked
the members to hang their name on the Gratitude
tree.

Treasur er 0 PetR E.paid that Intergroup was
doing very well through the end of October. Group
Contributions were $10,000 over budgeted figures
and the board was very appreciative . As Ray
mentioned we are going to cut the cost of the Big
Book and the meeting schedules. We are looking to
increase our services to the deaf community and other
services; we are going to look at the Prudent Reserve,
try to determine how to define it exactly and establish
a figure we can all agree upon. We are aware of our
nheed to improve our computers and a new air-
conditioner.

Secr e Rayrsaiddishadkbeenar t

S) Slippery Sam thought he must
have finally found the perfect
way to achieve inner calm:
OAl ways finish w
So Slippery Sam finished the
entire case of beer he had started and sure
enough, he achieved inner calm.

4140 Directors Row, Suites D & E

Archives Committee:  Dick talked about the
classification and computer entry of documents.
The committee is going to get a new computer.

Correctional Facilities: The committee meets on the
third Monday. $600 to $800 of big books and

literature are being mailed out each month. There

were 38 volunteers and 150 inmates at the Walls Unit
Anniversary. The Ramsey Unit Anniversary is coming
up next week. In response to a question, Jerry said
the Intergroup white can is for literature in the TDCJ
prisons; the SETA blue can is for literature in the city
and county jails. Harold applauded the delegates for
their service work.

Website Committee:  CB said The Link is now on the
website. He asked the delegates to send in their
pictures of their group location and group history.

New Business: Group History  Ben shared the story
of the Starting From Scratch Group. It began in March
2001 at the old Ronald McDonald’s on La Concha. By
the time it moved in April 2009 to Spring Shadows
Glen on Gessner, there were 11 weekly meetings,
including a Big Book Study. The group carries two
meetings a week into the V.A. Hospital, at 7 pm on
Wednesday and Thursday. John from the Champions
Group volunteered to share their history in February.
The 12 & 12 Group at the Bellaire Club was thanked
for providing the treats. Ben from Starting From
Scratch volunteered his group to bring refreshments
in February. Jim K. volunteered to serve on the
Nominating Committee; its job is to search for
prospective board members for the elections in
October 2010. The door prizes were distributed. A
motion to adjourn received a second; the motion
passed and the delegates adjourned after the Lord’s
Prayer at 9:10 pm.

Respectfully submitted,
Dick P., Secretary

Upcoming Delegates Meetings:
February 18, 2010

you s ¢*ilp 2810

Each group may send 2 delegates,

each having 1 vote. All are welcome.




BOARD MINUTES JANUARY 21, 2010

Board of Trustees Minutes

Intergroup Association, Inc.

Andy called the meeting to order with a moment of
silence, followed by the Serenity Prayer. Present were:
Peter C., Andy D., Jerry F., Dick G., Sally G., Joe M., Dick
P.and Carla F. Absent: CB and Chuck M.

Excused absence: Rochelle B. Peter moved & Jerry
seconded to approve the minutes of December 10,
2009 as written; the motion passed.

Treasur er 0 Petdk sapddhe iscrepancy in the
line item “Cost of Goods Sold” on the Monthly Profit
and Loss Budget vs. Actual for December 2009 of
$7898.97 is reflected in the inventory. The
adjustments taken showed about $4820 short on
merchandise taken at year’s end. These look like cases
of soft cover Big Books, Daily Reflections and 12 & 12
that are missing and could reflect shipments of
merchandise that somehow were not invoiced. We
became aware of this at the end of August or in
September. More research will be done to determine
the reason for the discrepancies. Jack S.had also
fiddled with the inventory but we are not sure exactly
what he did. For the budget for the entire year, we were
off $41.82. This is excellent budgeting! The Five Year
Profit & Loss review shows a steady growth and
progression. The board decided to review our sales at
the end of every quarter. Jerry moved and Dick G.
seconded to look at sales and if Intergroup’s sales
varied greatly at the end of the quarter, to consider
adjusting prices again. The motion passed.

Executive
Nightwatch was operating as well as could be
expected; his day volunteers were really excellent,
reliable and steady. John O. has been out sick for
several days and could use our prayers. Christy has
been filling in. The inventory is done; the Open House
went well. The board discussed other possibilities for
future Open Houses. Ray has purchased 10 licenses
for Microsoft Office Pro 2007 and 2 copies of PC
Anywhere from Tech Soup at a really good price.

Archives : Dick reported that Sally had donated some
items to the archives. The committee would meet
Saturday. Talks will continue on the prospective move

, 4140 Directors Row, Suites D & E

to new facilities.

Correctional Facilities Committee : Jerry reported that
SETA and Intergroup CFC are planning a combined
workshop. As of January we had $3,768 and spent
about $1200 that night. For the year White Cans
brought in $37,087.49. Most all of that has already
been spent on literature that was sent into the prisons.

Website Committee:  CB was absent, but Ray reported
that group contributions and minutes for 2008 and
2009 should be displayed soon. The board decided,
after discussion, to put the P & L, Balance Sheet and
Group and White Can Contributions on the website,
with a proposal to the delegates to eliminate from The
Link A) the minutes, and/or B) the financials and/or C)
the Group and White Can Contributions. Ray proposed
that in the future the website could carry the end of
year balance sheet for the past 5 years. Andy stated
that he assigned Joe to look at SETA’s various
committees and make recommendations to supplement
but not duplicate their committee efforts.

Intergroup Liaison to SETA: Katie reported that the
SETA Convention in Beaumont was successful. The
International Convention attracted an overwhelming
number of potential volunteers; the volunteer training
session would be in May in San Antonio. The SETA CFC
put about $29,000 worth of literature into the prison
units in 2009.

Secr e ReyrepdrtedtRa por t :

New Business: Andy reported that Don P. had resigned
and he had contacted John K. to begin collecting names
for his replacement on the board. Other ideas
concerning the International were discussed, such as
pens, badges, or stickers to identify the Houston
participants. Shuttle Bus Greeters seems to be the
assigned job for volunteers from Houston. After Dick
moved and Jerry seconded to adjourn at 8.53 pm, and
the motion passed, the meeting ended with the Lord’s
Prayer.

Respectfully submitted,
Dick P., Secretary

894 Pamphlets

99 Spanish Books
1 Meeting Directory
300 A.A.W.S Wallet Cards

What Your White Can Contributions Purchased in 2009:

6,845 Big Books, 12 & 12’s, Daily Reflections

ég%fb!
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Intergroup Association, Inc.
Y-T-D Profit & Loss Budget vs. Actual
January - December, 2009

Ordinary Income/Expense
Income

4550-00 -
4000-00 -
4100-00 -
4200-00 -
4300-00 -
4400-00 -
4500-00 -
4600-00 -

Sales Tax Rebates
Group Contributions
Individual Contributions
Special Contributions
Non-Recurring Income
Literature and Gift Sales
Interest Income
Shipping and Handling

Total Income

Total COGS

Gross Profit

Expense

6160-00 -
7000-01 -
6110-00 -

6325-00

6400-00 -
6650-00 -
6725-00 -

Service Expenses
Employment Expenses
Committee Expenses

- Conf. & Conventions Expense
Depreciation

Administrative Expenses
Office/Bookstore Expense

Total Expense
Net Ordinary Income

Net Income

Jan - Dec 09 Budget $ Over Budget
21.47 24.00 -2.53
58,192.06 48,000.00 10,192.06
3,081.75 1,728.00 1,353.75
1,258.46 1,728.00 -469.54

85.23

365,687.29 309,000.00 56,687.29
866.98 1,800.00 -933.02
3,708.74 4,380.00 -671.26
432,901.98 366,660.00 66,241.98
246,265.44 204,900.00 41,365.44
186,636.54 161,760.00 24,876.54
944.72 1,380.00 -435.28
82,236.47 77,727.00 4,509.47
6,005.67 7,564.00 -1,558.33
1,200.00 1,200.00 0.00
477.53 444.00 33.53
9,628.82 9,602.49 26.33
59,192.54 61,810.08 -2,617.54
159,685.75 159,727.57 -41.82
26,950.79 2,032.43 24,918.36
26,950.79 2,032.43 24,918.36

2009 CFC / White Can Total Contributions

Intergroup Association, Inc

1960 Noon New Life Group

25th Hour Group
7th Tradition Basket

8373 Groups

Alder Street

Amazing Grace Group
Another Chance Group / ODAT
Avalon Happy Hour Group
Bare it All Group

Bear Creek Monday

Bellville AA Group

Bellville New Beginnings
Brazos Bottom Recovery Group
Brenham Visions Group
Brown Bag Group

Caring and Sharing Group
Catacombs Group

Cathedral Group

Champions Group

Clean Air Group

Cyfair Group

Cypresswood Group

Drifter's Group

East Bernard Tues. Night Group
Edgebrook Group

Eldridge Road Group

Eye Opener Group
Four Horsemen Group

Fulshear Group
Genesis Group

Grace Group
Grapevine Drive
Groops of Bellaire

169.00

2,937.88

267.22
225.00
24.00
131.00
404.15
415.69
126.50
97.70
290.33
31.14
292.00
358.03
91.54
85.00
475.30

2,560.84

550.00

80.00
272.16
175.84
281.79

106.00
121.35
212.00

589.99
329.38
254.00

25.00
200.19
161.42

69.00

H.O.W. Group Katy
Heights Group

High Hopes Group

Hilltop Group

Hockley Group

Intergroup Association Inc.
Intergroup CFC

Journey Group

Katy Crossoads Group
Kingsland Group
Kingsland HOW

Magnolia Step Study
Magnolia TGIF

Memorial Bend Group
Memorial Step Study Group
Men's Outpost Group
Mission Bend Group
Missouri City Group
Mustard Seed Group

New Beginnings Bellville
New Pair of Glasses
Northshore Group

ODAT / Another Chance Group
Open Door Group

Outpost Mens Group
Pinewood Group

Primary Purpose Group
Pyramid Group

Ragpickers Group

RHP

River Oaks Womens Group
Roundup Receipts

100.00
2,884.21
984.23
268.51
276.18
1,080.65
43.35
346.51
891.84
360.17
157.35
6.00
219.06
85.00
25.00
722.00
239.47
515.00
16.50
35.81
163.72
47.47
498.93
871.02
263.00
205.03
215.00
126.27
20.00
30.00
15.00
2,521.00

Sage Piney Point Women/s Group
Sealy Group

Sealy Group Too

Serenity Group

Shadydale Group

Sisters in Sobriety Group
Sober in Brookshire Group
Southwest Group

Sugar Creek Group

Sugar Land Group

Sunday Night Men's Group
Sunshine Group

Survivors Group

Survivors Group (ST Phillips)
SYBS

Telge Road Women's Group
Third Tradition

Tomball Acceptance Group
Tuesday Brown Bag Group
Tuesday Night Men's Group
Tuesday Night Step Study
Wednesday Night Sugarland Group

Weeping Wailing Gnashing of Teeth

Weimar AA Group

West Houston Group

West Spring Group

White Flag Group

White Oak Group

Winners Group

woodland Heights Women Group
Woodlands United Methodist Group

Total 2009 contributions

37,087.49|

17.25
474.26
110.71
126.75
108.53
140.00
217.15

95.00
200.00
143.00
286.00
211.68
185.00
663.20
534.23
134.26

53.42

4,000.94
188.12
578.00
225.55

57.93

11.00

68.70
93.49
249.77
211.00
68.94
839.47
52.42
98.00




2009 GROUP CONTRIBUTIONS

11Th Street Group

1500 Group (BAC)

3in 1 Group (Lambda)

6 O'Clock Group

6th Street Group

AA Study Group

Acceptance Group - (Tomball)
Acceptance Is The Key Group
Alright Already Group

Alvin Group

Amazing Grace Group
Angleton Group

Another Chance Group

Ask it Basket (Lambda)
Atascocita Group

Avalon Happy Hour Group
Back to Basics (Lambda)
Bay City Group

Bayway Group

Bear Creek Fellowship Group
Bear Creek Group

Bear Creek Womens Group (Peace)
Beginners Group ( Clute)
Beginners Group (Lambda)
Bellville A.A. Group

Beverly Hill Sharers Group
Big Book Group (Humble)
Big Book Study (Lambda)
brazos Bottom

Brookshire Group (Manna House)
Bunker Hill Tuesday Group
Burton Group

Came To Believe (Lambda)
Caring & Sharing Group
Cathedral Group

Certain Steps

Champions Group
Chapelwood Group

Chapter 7 Men's Group
Chatters (Lambda)

Cleaning House Group

Clear Lake City Group
Contractors Group
Crossroads Group

Cy Fairbanks Group (Monday)
Cypresswood Group

Daily Bread Group (BAC)
Decker Group

Double Digit (Lambda)
Drifters Group

Duncan Road Group

Early Bird (Lambda)

Early Workers UTSC

East Bernard Group
Edgebrook Group

Eldridge Road Group

Eye Opener (Baytown)

Eye Opener (Lambda)

Eyes Wide Shut (Lambda)
First Colony Group

First Light Group

Four Horsemen Group
Freeport Group

Fresh Start Group (UTSC)
Friends Of Bill Group (W. Hou. Com.)
Fulshear Group

God Meeting Group

God Squad Group

Good For Nothing Group
Good News Group - Humble
Good Times Group

Grace Group

Gratitude in Action
Greenway Catacombs Group
Grupo Nueva Esperanza

225.00
50.00
12.62
90.00
35.00
12.00

944.07

142.61

225.00

330.00

144.00
40.00

902.74

8.47

150.00

407.02
36.40
30.00

167.50

284.60

240.00
40.00
41.50
57.84

300.00

294.36
20.00
12.87

224.00
48.67

160.00
35.00
79.68

735.00

3,411.11

100.00

660.00

142.00
50.00
10.93

140.00
60.00

250.00

204.02

165.00

421.28

133.09

285.62
50.97

346.00
90.00
81.06

300.00

119.50

150.00

163.50

505.36
76.49

126.08

500.00

258.61

375.95
15.00

141.47

115.36

235.00

306.18

100.00

100.00

190.00

559.00

150.00

250.45
58.00
86.52

Guidance Group

H.O.W. Group Katy

Happy Hour Group (BAC)
High Nooners

Highway 99ers

Hill Top Group

Hockley Group

Hump Day (Lambda)

| Want To Scream (Lambda)
In Depth Big Book Study
Individual Contribution

Into Action Group

Jones Road-290 Group
Journey Group

Just Another Meeting (Lambda)
Just for Today Group (Waller)
Katy 12 & 12 Group

Katy Big Book Group

Katy Crossroads Group

Keep Coming Back (Lambda)
keep On Stepping Group
kingsland How

Kingswood Men's Group
Kingwood Group

La Branch Street Group
Lakeside Group

Lambda Clear Lake

Leisure Group (Lambda)

Life On Lifes Terms

Little Table Group (Lambda)
Live At Five Group

Living Sober Group (BAC)
Living Sober Group (Lambda)
Livingston Unity Group
Making It Count Group
Memorial Bend Group
Memorial Going Home Group
Memorial Step Study Group
Memorial West Group

Men's Discussion (Unity)
Men's Supper Step Study Group
Mens Outpost Group

Mission Bend Group

Monday Magic (Lambda)
Monday Morning Womens' Group
Nantucket Group

Nassau Bay Men's Group
Needville Group

New Day Group

New Leaf Group (Lambda)
Newcomers Group W. Baytown Club
No Name Group (Livingston)
Northshore Group

One Step per Month

Open Door Group

Open Door Group (New Waverly)
Our Common Journey Group
PearLand Promises Group
Phoenix Group . Galveston
Phoenix Womens Group
Pinewood Group

Poker Night Group
Ponderosa Group

Porter Group

Positive Sobriety Group (Lambda)
Post Oak Group

Primary Purpose Group
Primary Purpose Group (Humble)
Promises Group

Promises Group (Pearland)
Pyramid Group

Reaching Out Group
Recovery Group

River Oaks Womens' Group
River Oaks Group (Monday)
Rliver Oaks Womens Group

10

50.00
300.00
250.00
282.96
160.00
221.96
227.00

47.54

31.88

16.70

8.00
493.90
750.00
625.50

22.82

58.00
237.50
300.00
550.00

35.98

40.00

75.00
398.50

2,351.53
1,165.67
296.00

53.21

96.62

50.00

27.44
321.84

3.36
9.32
100.00
243.73
75.00
1,645.93
200.00
209.00
9.50
612.07
471.30
381.20

75.23

80.00
184.05
105.00

50.00
100.00

61.44

20.00

90.00
150.00

23.52
170.00

52.91

63.09
275.00
133.75

66.03
334.49
450.00
404.60
300.00

49.37

1,388.92
200.00

90.00
379.77
240.00

57.00

37.00
100.00

50.00
200.00

40.00

RMC Group 20.00
Rose-Rich Group 270.00
Rosewood Thursday Group 301.59

S.I.R. Group (Lambda) 14.43

S.Y.B.S Group (Magnolia) 556.99
Safe Harbor (Woodlands) 504.65
Safe Harbor 102.47
Sage Piney Point Sunday Group 81.35
Sage Piney Point Women's Group 40.00
Santa Fe Group 40.00
Saturday Cathedral Group 110.00
Saturday Night Live Group (Lambda) 117.46
saturday night Live On Gessner 350.50
Seabrook Mends Group 120.00
Search for Serenity Group (Lambda) 8.22
Searchers Group 210.00
Serenity Group - Goodrich 25.00
Serenity Group (BAC) 550.00
Serenity Group (Pasadena) 121.26
Serenity Group/Woodlands 1,349.10
Silent Journey Group (Lambda) 23.32
Sister's In Sobriety (Fort Bend) 150.00
Sister In Sobriety Group (UTSC) 81.67
Sister in sobriety Group (West Hou) 35.53
Sister In Sobriety Group Il (Rt. Step) 157.39
Sister Of Serenity Group (8373) 57.51
Solutions Group 313.10
Solutions Group (UTSC) 5.47
South Gessner Group 33.48
Southwest Group 180.00
Spring Branch Group 1,000.00
Spring Group 1,333.82
Spring Shadows Group 2,423.00
Start From Scratch Group 36.82
Step study (Lambda) 10.18
Steps In Sobriety 50.00
Study And Grow Group (Lambda) 43.74
Sugar Creek Group 750.00
Sugar Land/Solutions 183.19

Sunday Evening Group (Lambda) 97.85

Sunday Night Mens Bunker Hill 347.50
Sunshine Group 223.90
Survivors (Lambda) 14.10
Survivors Gp (St. Andrews) 52.25
Survivors Gp (St. Phillip's) 568.75
T.G.I.F Group (Magnolia) 155.92
Taking Care Of Business 165.00
Telge Road Womens Group 154.18
TGIF (Lambda) 89.20
The Fivers (Up The Street Club) 70.00
The Steps They Took Group 230.39
Third Tradition Group 317.70
Three O'Clock Group 274.32
Tradition Five Group 798.20

Traffic Jam Group (Lambda) 28.79

Tri City Group (contributions only) 1,073.15
Tues Night Step Study 298.93
Tuesday Brown Bag Group 258.00
Twelve and Twelve Study Group 190.00
Twelve O'Clock High Group 300.00
Unity Group (Lambda) 54.85
Unwound Group (Lambda) 43.26
Wailing, Weeping & Gnashing of Teeth 20.95
Waterfront Group 150.00
We Are Not Saints Group 60.00
West Isle Group 102.55
Westchase Nooners 1,617.07
White Flag Group 100.00
White Oak Group 126.56
Winners Group 318.00
Women On Wed. Group (Lambda) 18.71
Woodlands Heights Women Group 67.45
Working With Others Group 457.91
Workmen's Group 48.75
Total 2009 Contributions $58,192.06
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g From your Executive Secretary...

]

]

EWhat a ride the past 9 1/2 months have been! I ca
B just 2 weeks after the sudden death of our newly hired Executive Secretary, Jack S. Jack had just

barely begun converting activities and files to computer, creating his own organizational system.
Dick P6s foomkedyswstém of 22 years had been | arge
incubation. That's the scene | walked into.

Job Wows

| have gone from overwhelmed to AWE. What a blessing! My program and therefore my life have
benefitted in untold ways from my time so far. | think Bill W. would be grinning from ear to ear if
he could have witnessed just some of what | have seen: So many members approaching and
working The Steps so many ways, practicing the principals in all their affairs and relating to a
higher power with incredible diversity. And | get to be in the middle of all that! Working and
supporting so many groups and volunteers has enlivened my program, broadened my perspective,
and opened my heart immensely.

Volunteers

The volunteers at the Intergroup office range in sobriety from over 30 years to a few months.
Intergroup could not function without them. Some have been volunteering for a couple of weeks,
and some, more than nine years. | watch in amazement as they offer each other support just like
an AA meeting. Seasoned volunteers support the younger volunteers. All our volunteers get many
chances to hear, understand and apply the wisdom of our traditions. It works.

This month, we said so long to Ken O . and Eric M. We welcomed new office volunteer, Bernie M .
and Nightwatch volunteers Jon S. and Renee L. Heartfelt thanks to all our volunteers

2009 Highlights

* We issued two Meeting directories. Both were based on downloads from our web site. The
second one was a complete redesign, including maps that indicate meeting locations for each
section of Houston. We thus eliminated separate data bases for the website and meeting
directories. Inaword, whew!

* We enhanced the procedure for mailing books directly to inmates, so that volunteers could
help with that task. Since Intergroup took on this responsibility, we have mailed books directly
to 2,932 inmates on behalf of our CFC Committee.

+ We began using a volunteer editor for the newsletter, The Link, who revamped the format and
added articles by local AA members. We began publishing The Link via Microsoft Publisher . We
are now able to make The Link available in PDF format on our website. We now email it to our
Board members and delegates prior to each meeting, and are now offering this service to all
members!

+ Our financial condition hit a perfect storm for funding. As your contributions increased, book
sales increased. We held expenses to the line, which allowed us to cover duplicate salaries (for
Dick P. and Ray L.) paid during the transitional period. At the end, we had a net income of
$26,950. So, in December your board voted to lower prices on Big Books, Newcomer packets
and Meeting Directories. In addition, support for hearing interpreters was more than doubled,
to be reviewed in six months.

¢ Our website usage increased to over 1 million hits a year.

¢ With a more mechanized office, our volunteer webmaster (John S.) set up a routine for allowing
Intergroup staff to post CFC and Intergroup Contributions on our website. Now any member,

including o0Can meisterso6 and group treasurers ca veri fy
+ And finally, in order to make our office holiday decorations a reflection the spirit of AA, we set
up a ogratitude treebo. The tree was decorated b AA men

grateful for in 2009 onto special cards that were hung on the tree. (See Cover Article page 1).
Allin all, it has been a very good, very busy year!

Ray L.

ﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂ-ﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂgﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂ
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“-‘ghtWatch Voluntee,.s

February - March, 2010
Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun
1-Feb 2-Feb 3-Feb 4-Feb 5-Feb 6-Feb 7-Feb
Peter C. Lin C. J.J. Samuel S. Katy 12x12
8-Feb 9-Feb 10-Feb 11-Feb 12-Feb 13-Feb 14-Feb
Stephen D Tom S. NPOG Chuck F. Groups of Bay Area Club
15-Feb 16-Feb 17-Feb 18-Feb 19-Feb 20-Feb 21-Feb
Teresa E. Clay S. Norct;rsoir;ore Chris C. Tri-City Lamplighters
22-Feb 23-Feb 24-Feb 25-Feb 26-Feb 27-Feb 28-Feb
Jon S. Thomas D. Dan K. Milwee Group Kingwood Group
1-Mar 2-Mar 3-Mar 4-Mar 5-Mar 6-Mar 7-Mar
Peter C. Lin C. JJ. Samuel S. Groups of 8373
8-Mar 9-Mar 10-Mar 11-Mar 12-Mar 13-Mar 14-Mar
Stephen D Tom S. NPOG Chuck F. Groups of Bellaire Club
15-Mar 16-Mar 17-Mar 18-Mar 19-Mar 20-Mar 21-Mar
Teresa E. Clay S. Norél:oir;ore Chris C. Caring & Sharing Group of Delta
22-Mar 23-Mar 24-Mar 25-Mar 26-Mar 27-Mar 28-Mar
Jon S. Thomas D. Dan K. Milwee Group Post Oak Groups
29-Mar 30-Mar 31-Mar 1-Apr 2-Apr 3-Apr 4-Apr
Jack S. Jon S. Ron H. Samuel S. Big Book Group of Humble

All weekday Nightwatch slots are currently filled. However, we have an on -going need for back up

volunteers to step in as substitutes when a regular volunteer is unable to fulfill their commitment.
Please remember, telephones are transferred at 5PM.
oWhen anyone, anywher e, reaches o
of A.A. always to be there An
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